REPORT UPON THE PRIZE PUZZLE “FIFTY CHARADES.” 


The correct and complete list of answers is as follows: 

ANSWERS TO THE FIFTY CHARADES. 


1. Crabbed (crab, bed). 

2 . Arcady, or Arcadie (ark; A. D. for Anno Domini). 

3. Eye-glass (I, glass). 

4. Pleasure (plea, sure). 

5. Mermaid (m3rrrh, made). 

6. Cat-tail, or cat’s-tails (cat, tail; or cats, tails). 

7. Helpmeet (help, meat). 

8. Escape (s, cape). 

9. Nosegay (nose, gay). 

10. Crosswise (cross, wise). 

11. Kindred (kind, red). 

12. Couplet (cup, let). 

13. Lamp-post (lamp, post). 

14. Jason (Jay, J, jay; sun). 

15. Heathen (heat, hen). 

16. Maiden (May, den). 

17. Sidewalk (side, walk). 

18. Portent, or portents (pour; tent or tents). 

19. Shirt-waist, or shirt-waists (shirt; waist or waists). 

20. Apron (ape, run). 

21. Decade (deck, aid). 

22. Threshold (thresh, old). 

23. Spendthrift (spend, thrift). 

24. Cowslip (cow, slip). 

25. Motor (moat, mote; or, ore). 


26. Notice (not, knot; ice). 

27. Capsize (caps, eyes; or caps, sighs; or cap, sighs). 

28. Mortgage (Moore, Gage). 

29. Mandolin (man, dole, inn, in). 

30. Urchin (Ur, chin). 

31. August (awe, gust). 

32. WindfaU (wind, fall). 

33. Sideboard (sighed, bored). 

34. Seaweed, or seaweeds (sea, C, si; weed or weeds). 

35. Snowdrop (snow, drop). 

36. Bootjack (boot, jack). 

37. Sealskin (seal, skin). 

38. Corn-cob (com, cob). 

39. Beanstalk (beans, talk). 

40. Tartan (tar, tan). 

41. Failure (fail, your). 

42. Hubbard (** Hub,” bard). 

43. Student (stew, dent). 

44. Ink-well (ink, well). 

45. Brownie (brow, knee). 

46. Sparrow (spar, row). 

47. Lesson (less, son). 

48. Carmine (car, mine). 

49. Firedog, or firedogs (fire; dog or dogs). 

50. Snowball (snow, ball). 


Under the conditions, as stated in the October number, the Committee of Judges in awarding the prizes took 
into consideration the ages of the senders and the neatness of the manuscripts. 

Out of sixteen hundred answers received fifty-eight were found correct; and among these the standard of excel¬ 
lence was so high that it was difficult to decide upon the thirty to whom prizes were due. But after a careful 
weighing of merits, the Committee has awarded the promised prizes as follows: 

LIST OF PRIZE-WINNERS. 

(The figures after the names are the ages of the winners. Where no figures are given, the age is over 18.) 


First Prize, Ten Dollars; May D. Bevier. 

Two Second Prizes, of Eight Dollars each : Marian Jackson Homans, 15; Katharine McDowell Rice. 

Five Prizes, of Six Dollars each: Etta S. Guild; Clara L. Nasmith; Mary F. Sanford, 16; Amelia Burr, 17; 
Roger W. Tuttle. 

Ten Prizes, of Four Dollars each: Stoddard S. More, 12 ; John C. More, 14; Ellen C. Goodwin; Margaret 
Webb; Katharine S. Frost, 13; Mary N. MacCracken; Sophie S. Lanneau, 16; J. Barton Towmsend; Charles 
Ewan Merritt; Julia Townsend Coit 

Twelve Prizes, of Two Dollars each: Abbie S. Kingman; Clara L. King; Anne Huene; Lilian Lehman 
Schindel, 17; Robert Dunlap, 12; Eleanor Spangler Kieffer; Earle G. Heyl, 17; Ralph W. Deacon, 18; Mar¬ 
jorie Cole, 12 ; Norma Rose Waterbury, 13; Elisabeth Quincy Sewall, 15 ; Helen C. McCleary. 

But there still remained twenty-eight competitors whose answers, though not equal (under the conditions of the 
competition) to those of these prize-winners, were yet correct in giving the list of fifty words upon which the charades 
were made. Thirteen of these clever solvers are entitled to especial consideration because under eighteen years of 
age, and the Committee has decided to award thirteen extra prizes of one dollar each to these younger contestants, 
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and to put upon a brief Roll of Honor the names of the fifteen successful solvers who were over eighteen. The 
Roll of Honor is, therefore, a mark of especial distinction, since all whose names are there presented handed in a 
correct list of the answers. 

Thirteen Extra Prizes of One Dollar each: R. Charlotte Moffitt, 15; Morton Atwater, 14; Elsie Mulligan, 
13; Joseph B. Eastman, 14; Stillman Dexter, 16; George Howard White, Jr., 15; Jean Richardson. 10; Elsie 
Goddard, ii; Evelyn L. Swain, 15; William H. Geisler, 13; Ben F. Carpenter, z 6 ; Grace Viele, 17; Harold C. 
Dodge, II. 

ROLL OF HONOR. 

Zella Cronyn, John J. Moffitt, Mary Stephens, Harriet I. Meakin, Sue B. Lowrie, Grace Van Glahn, Marion 
Fraser Crane, Lucretia Pope, Janet Emerson, Mabelle Jacquette Hunter, Mrs. Charles F. Lilly, Cordelia B. 
Browne, D. G. Fisken, Almira C. Twining, Mary Evelyn Thomas. 

This competition has been a sort of ** St. Nicholas family ” affiur. So many kind and charming letters were 
received with the solutions, written in a spirit of delightful friendliness, that the Editor has decided to allow all of 
the competitors to share some of these letters. 


Here are quotations from some of the many letters received: 


** I AM over eighteen,— fivice over, in feet,— but I was 
beginning to wonder even if at that I was old enough to 
guess those charades. However, I aged a good deal while 
at work on them, and succeeded in solving forty-nine bv 
last Saturday, but number two baffled me until to-day.^’ 

% 

** Even though I fail to win a prize, I want to thank 
you for the pleasure that this and the other prize puz¬ 
zles have given us. * * • We have been taking St. 
Nicholas for three years, and have emoyed every num¬ 
ber. We all thank you most heartily for many pleasant 
hours, and we hope you may live always to delight young 
folks.” 

"I must confess to having stayed awake nights over 
some of the answers to these charades.” 

“It is very fascinating and tantalizing, the work of 
solving these charades; and the ones that seem simplest 
are usually the most baffling.” 

“ The following solutions are sent by one to whom 
St. Nicholas has been for years a very dear friend, 
bringing often, in hours of pain and weariness, the rest 
and recreation which other—though dear — book-friends 
had failed to bring.” 

“ I am confined to my bed with a lame knee, and it is 
in a plaster cast. MoAer and I began to work at the 
charades for my amusement. We were so interested 
we could not stop. Thank you for the pleasure you 
have given me.” 

“ The prize puzzle in St. Nicholas has given much 
pleasure in our family, and we consider it most ingenious 
and interesting.” 

“ We have taken you for seven years, but the answer 
to the prize puzzle, forwarded to-day, is the first time 
we have attempted any communication but a business 
one. * * * We have enjoyed the charades so much, and 
are already rewarded by our pleasure for the effort. 
Your magazine is highly prized, even in this far-off Ca¬ 
nadian town.” 

“ Although it was not ‘ so nominated in the bond,* 
Helen desires me to say that she had assistance from 
mama in finding her answers. It is with deep regret, 
mingled with disgust, that she finally consents to forego 
all hope of the first prize, because of number two’s Cim¬ 


merian darkness; and she expects a double measure 
of disgust when time shall reveal the simple answer. 
Helen does not remember the time when St. N icholas 
was not her own familiar friend, and she wishes you to 
know that it was because of her delight in * Marjorie and 
her Papa ’ that her little sister was named Marjorie five 
years ago.” 

“ I want very much to get one of the prizes. I tried 
so hard to make my answers look nice tnat the back of 
my neck aches yet.” 

“ The puzzle has afforded me several dollars* worth of 
fun, whether my answers merit a prize or not” 

“Mv people have taken ‘dear St. Nicholas* ever 
since tne first number was issued; we have been ‘brought 
up ’ on it. The youngest member of our household is 
now thirteen, but none of our family (and it is a large 
one) can ever grow too old to read you.” 

“ I candidly confess that I do not expect a prize, but 
I have been nchly repaid by the satisfaction derived from 
a partial solution of your ingenious brain-twisters.” 

“ When I tell you that I have been your constant and 
enthusiastic reader since the year 1874, I need hardly 
add that I am over eighteen. Every month for twenty- 
two years your familiar presence has come to gladden our 
household. * * * I have read the conditions for former 
prize puzzles with an unconquerable sense of disappoint¬ 
ment that I could not try loo, and you can imagme my 
delight when I discovered that this time there was *a 
chance for young and old.* I am sure there is no one 
who takes more pleasure in submitting a list of answers 
than myself.** 

“ For many years I have been your interested reader 
and devoted admirer. Therefore I was much pleased to 
see your contest thrown open to your grown-up children.’* 

“ I am so glad vou have allowed older readers to guess 
your charades. My sister and I began to take your 
magazine in 1879, so of late years I have been counted 
out in the competitions.” 

“ You are an old and dear friend of our family, as we 
have a complete set of bound volumes. I have never 
tried for any of the prize puzzles before this.” 
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**In sending my set of answers to the charades, let 
me send you my t^nks for extending the age limit” 

“ I have been dceplv interested in these charades, and 
think them wondermlly good.” 

“ I have been a reader, for a long time, of your good 
pages, but I have not enjoyed anything more than uese 
capital charades.” 

** It has been a great pleasure to solve this puzzle, as 
the charades are so ingeniously written.” 

** We did not guess quite all of the charades. I could 
not tell you the age, because all of our family messed them 

— my mother, father, grand^her, aunt, and uncle.” 

" I am sure it must be a pleasure to know so witty 
and charming a woman as the author of these charades 

— with the exquisite variety of their verse and their in¬ 
genious and accurate, yet puzzling, clues—must be. I 
numbly offer her my compliments on her achievement.” 

** I am sorry that I must acknowledge eighteen and 
over; but two fact>, at least, compel me. One is, that in 
your very earliest years you were my childhood’s fre¬ 
quent visitor, and several of vour first volumes are still 
treasured in my library, and are often referred to for 
instruction or amusement. And the second is a small 
daughter who, though too young to solve puzzles, has 
for the last three years delighted monthly in the bright 
and merry pages of St. Nicholas. I wish to ei^ress 
the pleasure I have taken, these past few davs, in at¬ 
tempting to solve these extremely clever charaoes.” 

" M-has solved these charades unaided; and she 

has been a regular reader of St. Nicholas ever since 
she could read. I consider a course in your magazine 
quite as essential in my children’s education as one in 
mathematics.” 

“ It seems as if I really ought to thank you for all the 

leasure you have given me during the many years that 

have read your pages. You seem even more of a com¬ 
panion to me now than in my younger days, though you 
were then the only magazine I cared to read. In es¬ 
pecial, I owe you thanks for the many pleasant hours 
spent over these charades. This is the most enjoyable 

f >nzzle I ever encountered; and I have always been very 
ond of puzzles.” 

** I inclose a list of answers to the prize charades, and 
I wish to add my appreciation of their cleverness. One 
had onlv to guess one answer when the fascination im¬ 
mediately began to work; and if the demand for extra 
numbers has been as universal as in this town, I am sure 
you will think the charades have received the attention 
they deserve.” 

“For fifteen years your magazine has been a regular 
visitor at our home, and next to *the girls,’ their mther 
has been its most devoted reader. Using two evenings, 
he made satisfactory answers to all but two of the fiftv 
charades. These he carried with him mentally through 
several days’ journevs, and finally submits them to your 
gentle criticism, with only a very slight qualm on one 
single pK)int.” 

“ I send you herewith my solutions to the best lot of 
charades ever published, ^ey are not only good, thev 
are exceedingly clever. • * * I hope you will publish 
more charades soon, either with or without a prize at¬ 
tachment.” 


“Before me, drawn im in long array, are the red 
backs of St. Nicholas, from the first number ever pub¬ 
lished. They are by no means in a bright, new condi¬ 
tion, though they have been bound and rebound; for 
they have been constantly used ever since my oldest 
brother was old enough to enjo^ them. How many 
times we have read the old stones! • * * May there 
never be a year when a new St. Nicholas is not added 
to our long line! ” 

“ I send you herewith my answers to aU but two of 
the charades, which, of course, we think deserve a prize— 
indeed, if they may be valued by the amount of midnight 
oil and much wrinkling of brows expended on them, are 
entitled to a// the prizes ! However, I shall be satisfied 
with one, or even with none, if there be as many bet¬ 
ter answers as will absorb all the prizes. But please 
don’t give us any more charades, at least not for some 
time, until we have rested and got back to our nor¬ 
mal condition. For these charades have risen^ with us 
and sat down with us for two whole weeks. They have 
cooled our porridge in the morning and our soup at 
dinner; and as for lunch. Smith’s * Classical Dictionary ’ 
with ‘ Worcester ’ for sauce, was more than enough. At 
first the children complained of having charades served 
up three times a day, and between meals as well; and 
my amiable better-hmf has gone about her duties with 
the same ‘ prize-puzzle expression ’ as was worn by the 
rest of us. Now, however, that the agony is over, we 
join in exclaiming, ‘ Oh, joy! ’ 

“ But, joking apart, we all ask you to thank Miss Caro¬ 
lyn Wells for her beautiful charades, and for the fun she 
has afforded us. ” 

“ St. Nicholas came in my mail when I was ill at a 
hospital. The charades have made easier for me many 
hours of pain. I think, although I never tried a charade 
before, that I could have puzzled them all out if I had 
had time and streng^th, but I could look at the book only 
a few minutes at a time; sometimes I could only have a 
stanza read to me by one of the nurses, and sometimes I 
could not even think of them for days. It has been good 
exercise to sharpen the wits, even if I do leave many 
blanks. I can hardly wait to see the correct answers.’* 

“Your magazine has been familiar to us — a part of 
our pleasure — nearly all the years of its existence; and 
I think the younger readers hardly find it more interest¬ 
ing, or give it a more cordial welcome, than does onf, at 
least, ofthe older children.” 

“ In submitting the inclosed list of answers, I would 
say that the charades have helped me to pass away many 
tedious and painful hours.” 

*^1 inclose the combined effort of our family, even 
the fadier at times coming to our relief. The children 
have been warned that, so far as a prize is concerned, 
they must be willing to be disappoints. Still, they have 
had great pleasure in the work, and we thank you for 
the pleasure you are always giving us.” 

“ Helen sends you the solution of thirty-seven cha¬ 
rades; she has done her very best without any assis¬ 
tance, excepting her dictionary. * • • She can repeat 
every charade, without reference to the book, from con¬ 
stantly studying them.” 

“This is the first time I have ever tried to solve cha¬ 
rades, and they have nearly driven me distracted. I am 
over eighteen years old, and perhaps it may interest you 
to know that I have been stone-deaf and nearly blind 
since a little boy, and besides that, I lost all the fingers 
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of nw right hand about eight years ago. Yet, as you 
see, I have learned to write. It was hard work learning, 
but now, by practice, I can do anything except climb 
a rope. As you will imagine, it is no small thing for a 
deaf person to solve such play on words as charades; 
and ine few years of my life in which 1 could hear were 
passed among the Kaffirs and Fingo tribes in South 
Africa. I have been a delighted reiSer of St. Nicho¬ 
las for several years. It is always a welcome guest to 
me.” 

One list, prefaced by a brief note sa]dng that the 
writer was totally blind, was written beautifully, but in 
pencil. Besides the list of answers, she inclosed the fol¬ 
lowing original prose charade : ** My first is one of the 
great ruling powers on the earth; my second is used 
many times in the construction of a house; my whole is 
often used instead of my first.” The word which forms 
the answer will be found in this paragraph. 

Two or three competitors sent answers in rhyme; and 
the winner of the first prize. May D. Bevier, not only 
had every answer correct, but put each answer into the 
form of a verse that was almost, if not quite, equal in 
merit to the charade itself. 

A few of her clever verses are here appended. 

4. Pleasure (plea, sure). 

Maid of Athens, hear my pUa! 

I have given my heart to thee. 

Thou art tender, true, and pure — 

Let me of thy love be sure. 

Speak thy pleasure^ quickly speak! 

Alas! to me ’t will all be Greek. 

11. Kindred (kind, red). 

Columbus sailed before the wind. 

Leaving his kindred all behind; 

They said that, though the world was wide. 
He’d tumble off on the other side: 

But he was bold to risk mishap, 

In order to complete the map; 

And so at last he found his way 
To land he took to be Cathay. 

He found the natives dressed for bed. 

Kind to be sure, but very red, 

25. Motor (moat, mole; or, ore). 

I TROW a bridge may span a moat. 

E’en though the moat be dry; 

But I’d suggest, perhaps the mote 
Was in your brother’s eye. 

I grant you or is difficult 
Exactly to explain; 

But whether ore is hard to mine 
Depends upon the vein. 

We have the motor now, and soon, I think, 

Gold will be plentiful as lead or zinc. 


27. Capsize (caps, eyes). 

A YACHT upon a stormy day. 

When caps are white on sailor and on sea. 

Is watched by anxious eyes alway. 

Lest she capsize and founder suddenly. 

30. Urchin (Ur, chin). 

’T WAS Ur that removed to Canaan’s fair land; 

It’s the chin you can’t see, but can hold in your hand; 
An urchin ’s a radiate, also a boy— 

A professor’s delight, and a fond mother’s joy. 

34. Seaweeds (sea, C, si; weeds). 

The sea ’s red, yellow, black, blue, white, and gray. 
Restless, or dead; C high or low, they say. 

And C, or ji, is writ to read, or sing, or play. 

And weeds are various; some are good, some bad. 

A widow’s weeds demonstrate she is sad. 

A school-girl, finding seaweeds on the sand, is glad. 

38. Corn-cob (com, cob). 

Hear the legend of Mundamin, 

How he wrestled with my hero — 

Wrestled till his ears were torn off. 

Till his riches golden all were 
Stol’n by Rusticus, my hero, 

Who then harnessed up his courser — 

His stout cob^ Houyhnhnm, his plow-horse. 
Said he: ** Faithful friend, come with me; 
Drag Mundamin to the miller’s: 

He will grind him fine as powder.” 

Home at evening came my hero. 

Sat beside the kitchen fire. 

Stripped the com all off the white cob^ 

Made himself a corn-cob peace-pipe. 

Smoked his peace-pipe, smoked Mundamin. 

40. Tartan (tar, tan). 

A SOLDIER and a sailorman. 

Well met, well matched, and fitly clad: 

A jolly tar with a coat of tan. 

And a warlike Scot in tartan plaid. 

42. Hubbard (hub, bard). 

Boston ’s the hub of the universe. 

And Milton’s the bard that’s most sublime; 
But never a dog was treated worse 
Than Mother Hubbard’s of olden time. 

47. Lesson (less, son). 

Though horses be my hobby, dogs my fad. 

Still triumph the emotions of a dad: 

I love my darling son^ not less^ but more. 

E’en though he find his lesson but a bore. 
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We regret to say that an error crept into the Prize 
Puzzle, “A Boston Tea-Party.** The question was 
asked, “Who 6rst copyrighted a book under a United 
States law ? ** It was believed by the author of the puzzle 
that Noah Webster was the first, and a large majority of 
the puzzle-solvers gave that answer. 

The records of the Librarian of Congress prove, how¬ 
ever, that a “ Philadelphia Spelling-Book ** was the first 
recorded for copyright, by John Barry, June 9, 1790. 

We are indebted to two friendly and scholarly corre¬ 
spondents for calling attention to this error. 


ment, and I have been up in it several times. The battle 
was fought near a little pWe called White Creek, in New 
York State. 

The day that the monument was finished there was a 
lively time. West Point Cadets and old veteran soldiers 
came marching up and around the monument. In the 
carru^es which followed the procession I saw ex-Presi- 
dent Harrison, who was then President, and also the late 
ex-Govemor Russell of Massachusetts. In the winter 
we live in Troy, N. Y., and in the summer here. We 
have spent our summers here for eight years, and we 
like it very much. 

I must now close, and remain your steady reader, 
Barry Wellington. 


Durran Hill House, Carlisle. 

Dear St. Nicholas: My two sisters and I have 
taken you for more than a year, and we like you very much. 
My twin-sister is very fond of drawing, and is always' 
copying your prettv pictures. I.Ast Christmas holidays 
we got up some tableaux vivants. We took advertise¬ 
ments from the “Illustrated London News.*’ One of 
ihem was a soap advertisement; perhaps you know the 
picture,— a little white girl standing on the seashore of¬ 
fering a piece of soap to a little colored boy. I was the 
boy, with my fwie and neck blackened, and black stock¬ 
ings on my arms and legs. My twin-sister was the little 
girl. There was no mistaking us Ma/ time; sometimes 
people make mistakes between us. 

Wishing you long life and success, 

Your interested reader, Dorothy C. Butler. 


Lincoln, III. 

Dear St. Nicholas: Although many of mv friends 
take you, I believe I have never seen a letter from this 
place. I am very fond of you, and my ten-year-old bro¬ 
ther is also very interested in you. 

I have a pug dog and a cat who are the best of 
friends. My pug has a pedigree, but my cat is very 
humble, as we found her on the doorstep. 

I am very fond of poetry and music. I composed a 
study in music, which the music professor at the college 
here said was very good. I will inclose a little rhyme 
that I composed when I was eleven: 

the sad NOVEMBER WIND. 

I. 


Kingston, N. Y. 

Dear St. Nicholas: I have taken you a number of 
years, and think your magazine very interesting. 

The “ Old Senate House,** the only house left standing 
after the burning of Kingston in 1776, stands here still, 
and is a low stone building. It is 6led with relics. 

One is a little shoe said to be over 250 years old; it 
does not look much like the shoes we now wear. It also 
contains a very old piano (I forget how old), and it looks 
something like a writing-desk. I tried to play on it, but 
it sounded like pK>unding an old tin pan. 

I am getting a collection of pennies, and have some 
very old ones. 

Hoping you will print this letter, I remain yours. 

Lulu R. 

Bennington, Vt. 

Dear St. Nicholas: I am a boy of eleven, and I 
thought the readers of the St. Nicholas would be in¬ 
terested to hear about the Bennington Battle Monument, 
which was finished August 19, 1^1. It marks the site 
of the old store-houses where the Green Mountain Boys 
who fought at the battle of Bennington under General 
Stark kept their supplies and ammunition. The monu¬ 
ment is three hundi'ed feet high, and has a large star on 
top. 

During the battle there stood an old and historic 
tavern where General Stark stayed the night before the 
battle. The tavern was called the Catamount Tavern. 
It was burned in 1871. They have erected on the site 
of the old tavern a life-size bronzed catamount on a pol¬ 
ished pedestal of granite. We live quite near the monu- 


Poet. “ Pray fell thy mournful secret. 

Thou drear November Wind: 
Why dost thou moan and mutter? 
what is weighing on thy mind? 


II. 

“ Why do the trees stand leafless, 
And quiver in thy power? 

Why does the sun nide from thee. 
And clouds about thee lower ? ** 

III. 

Wind. “Oh, hast thou seen my maiden, 

The maiden of my heart — 

Fair Summer? She h:is wandered. 
And we are far apart. 


IV. 

“I *ve lost her, my own lad^. 
With blossoms in her hair; 
Of all the fairest maidens. 

To me she was most fair. 


V. 


“ She *s a sister to sweet Spring-time, 
And she, also, has fled.” 

* • * 

Poet. “How could I tell the mournful Wind 
His Summer-love was dead ? ’* 
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My brother hu a pony and cart, and also a wheel. I 
am not fond of his pony, so I drive oar large sarrey-horse, 
which is quite gentle. 

I must tell you what my brother and another little boy 
found last summer. They were ** poking about in an 
old coal shed, which stood behind an old empty house, 
and found a queer old German snuff-box. Inside lay 
two ten-dollar bills and two hve-dollar bills. It was 
supposed that an old man who had lived there had buried 
it under the coal. He and his wife had been dead many 
years, and as my cousin owned the property, he gave 
the money to the boys for their own. 

Your interested reader, Clare H-. 


SaMOKOV, BULXiARIA. 

Dear St. Nicholas: I am a little American girl 
eleven years old. My father is a missionary-doctor, and 
I have always lived in Bulgaria. 

I think, perhaps, the other girls who read the ** Letter- 
Box ** would like to hear about a holiday we have just 
had. It was observed in honor of two good men who 
lived many years ago, Cyril and Methodias. They came 
to Bulgaria and brought the Bible to their people, who 
were heathen at that time, and gave them the written 
lan^age. Every year on the 23d of May services are 
held in the church, and after that teachers and scholars 
go off into a pleasant place outside the city and spend 
the rest of the day in merry-making. There are two 
missionary schools here, and we go out every year to a 
quiet, woody place and take our dinner there and play 
games and have a very nice time. 

I am your faithful reader, 

Margaret L. Kingsbury. 


New Orleans, La. 

Dear St. Nicholas : It is so seldom that yon see a 
letter from the “ Crescent City *’ that I thought I would 
write to you to show you that St. Nicholas is not for¬ 
gotten in this delightful city. 

The news that one of the several passes which consti¬ 
tute the jetties at the mouth of the Mississippi River has 
a crevasse several thousand feet wide in it, was a sad 
blow to the commerce here, as without these jetties at 
the mouth of the river New Orleans would be practic¬ 
ally an inland city, as none of the large vessels which 
daily enter and leave this large port would be able to en¬ 
ter the mouth of the river, and reach New Orleans. 

I have been taking you since 1888, and, unlike other 
things, St. Nicholas, as it ctows older, seems to get 
brighter. I liked “ Toinette’s Philip. ** The scene of the 
story, as you know, lies in New Orleans, many of the 
places mentioned being places of interest to travelers. 
The old Union Bank, on the comer of Custom House 
and Royal streets, is now a theater. The old St. Roch’s 
Cemetery is a point which all visitors generally visit 
before leaving. 

I remain your sincere friend, W. B. Gill. 


Adam’s Ranch, Colorado Springs. 

Dear St. Nicholas : I have never seen a letter from 
either Colorado Springs or my old home in the West 
Indies. I have only subscribed lately, but we have al¬ 
ways had a bound volume of your delightful magazine 
for a Christmas present. 

1 have only been in Colorado Springs a few months, 
and have always lived in Nassau, Bahamas. It seems 
so strange to see the leaves turning and falling, as in 
Nassau we never have any frosts or snow. 

Nassau is a pretty little island with lovely trees and 
flowers, such as the royal ponciana, cocoa-nut palms, or¬ 
chids, etc. There are a lot of wild flowers, and we get 
most roses and garden-flowers in the winter, as it is so 


hot in the summer. We have lovely white beaches, and 
a variety of pretty shells can always be found. We often 
go for picnics to some of the cays near Nassau. There 
are generally a lot of cocoa-nut trees, and we alwap 
knock down the nuts, and have a drink of the milk. 
We sometimes have a dip in the sea, if we get very hot 
and tired. Everybody can swim out there. The water 
is so warm we can stav in hours at a time. 

We came up here last Mj^, and have been spending 
the summer on a ranch. Tne house is on the side m 
Cheyenne Mountain, and we have a lovely view of the 
prairie. We have to pass through a prairie-dog town 
when we drive into the Springs. The dogs are such 
quaint httle animals; they are so fat when they have be- 
^n to get their winter coat. 

We are going back to the Springs for the winter. I 
am looking forward to seeing snow and ice. We had a 
light fall of snow last week; it is the first I have seem 
I think it is very lovely. 

I remain your devoted reader, Marion Sawyer. 


New Haven, Conn. 

Dear St. Nicholas: Our family has taken you for over 
a decade, and I have taken you ever since 1892. I think 
that the St. Nicholas is &e best magazine published, 
and I suppose many of your readers think the same. 1 
live in New Haven on a lovely shady street. Five 
years ago there was not an electric car in this city, and 
now, I am glad to say, there is not a horse-car. 

We go to the seashore nearly every summer, and, as 
your readers like to hear about old reucs, I will tell you 
about some. For five years we have spent three weeks 
of summer at Morris Cove. We stayed at the Morris 
House, which was built about the year 1700. In the 
backyard there is a grapevine over a century old, and 
it is nearly a foot in arcumference, appearing as a small 
tree. In the house are old-fashioned, three-sided chairs, 
and many curious portraits. The house is very large, 
and was injured by the British in the Revolutionary War. 
It is very nice there, with the exception of mosquitos. 

I remain a constant reader, Chas. P. Tuttle. 

An Incident of the Summer. 

As I was waiting in the Syracuse Depiot last summer 
for papa, who had gone out for a walk, I saw a gentle¬ 
man coming toward me who looked very much like papa, 
having the same hat, clothes, and bald head; but, 
strange to say, he had no mustache. I could n’t believe 
that it was papa, although I did n’t see what right any 
other man had to be smiling at me as if he knew me. I 
was placed in a very awkward position. I did n’t want 
to address any stranger as pap^ and yet I knew that if it 
was papa and I did n’t recognize him, I should be teased 
most unmercifully. As he paused in front of me, I be¬ 
gan to laugh or cry, I don’t know which. I stopped at 
last. And the gentleman with a queer look on nis face 
turned, and walked away. Gwladys R. Erskine. 


We thank the young friends whose names follow for 
pleasant letters received: Edna S. Keith, Grace D. Var- 
num, Lucille Byron Lee, Jessie Curran, Frances E. 
Lucas, Eva Griffith Stevenson, Edythe Stewart, Lesta 
Eckfield, Gwendolen Canfield, Herbert J. H. Hotchkiss, 
Sarah S. Wilkinson, Edwin B. Fussell, Beatrice E. 
Yoell, Margaret Edwards, Marion A. Barker, Lyle 
Barnes, Chas. C. Fisher, Helen M. Wodehouse, Tames 
Waite, Marian Moore Powell, Millie E. C. Davis. Emma 
B. Fielding, Mary Howard Lloyd, Coral Clark, Elizabeth 
Auchincloss, Winifred E. N. Birks, Enda Halcomb B., 
Francis F. Chase, Fred Biggere and Eugene Shier, 
Caroline E. Clark, Rowena M. Newton, Sarah L. Waley. 
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ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN THE DECEMBER NUMBER. 


WoRD-SQUARB. I. Ward. a. Aloe. 3. Rose. 4. Deer. Double Acrostic. Primals, melon (lemon); finals, lopes. 

Illustrated Zigzag. Jeflferson. i. Judge, a. Heart 3. PoM* Cross-words: i. Mail a. Echo. 3. Lamp. 4. 

Cuffs. 4. Knife. 5. Bugle. 6. Sword. 7. Bison. 8. Money. Oboe. 5. Nets. 

9. Noose. Rhomboid. Reading across: x. North, a. Rural. 3. Tenor. 

Charadb. Dodo. 4. Edder. 5. Sedan. 

Connected Squares. I. x. Slab. a. Lane. 3. Anna. 4. Historical Acrostic French Revolution, x. Fire. a. Ride. 

Bear. II. x. Laws. a. Atop. 3. Wove. 4- Sped. III. i. 3 , Evil. 4 Now. 5. ,Care. 6. Heart 7. Read. 8. Earn. 9. 

Rats. a. Also, t Tsar. 4. &re. IV. x. Wars. a. Aloe. 3. «>• Own. xx. Lead. la. Use. X3. Taste. X4. Isle. 15. 

Rose. 4. Sees. V. 1. East a. Alto. 3. Step. 4. Tops. CwL 16. Now. 

Riddle. Perch. Diamonds. I. x. T. a. Sat 3. Tales. 4. Tea. 5. S. II. 

Geographical Diagonal. Armenia. Cross-words: x. At- *• 3 * Tepid. 4. Aid. 5. D. 

^ta. a. Oraoco. 3. Sumatra. 4. Genesee. 5. Phoeniz. 6. Obuque Rectangle, i. L. a. Lot 3. Lotus. 4. Tudor. 

Liberia. 7. Formosa. , Sowed. 6. Resin. 7. Dinah. 8. Naked. 9. Heron. 10. 

Illustrated Final Acrostic. Stuart (Gilbert) x. Cutlass. Dozen, xx. Negus, xa. Nubia. 1^ Smce. 14. Acerb. X5. 

a. Locust 3. Zebu. 4. Umbrella. 5. Guitar. 6. Epaulet Ergot x6. Boxer. X7. Texas. x8. Rat X9. S. 

To OUR Puzzlers: Answers, to be acknowledged in the magazine, must be received not later than the xsth of each month, and 
should be addressed to St. Nicholas ** Riddle-box.” care of The Century Co., 33 East Seventeenth St., New York City. 


Answers to all the Puzzles in the October Number were received, before October xsth, from Josephine Sherwood—G. 
B. Dyer — M. McG.— ** M. K.’*— ** Tod and Yam ” — “ Four Weeks in Kane ” — Mabel and Henn — Paul Reese — ** Dondy Small ”— 
Richard H. Weld, Jr.— L. O. E.—“Jersey Quartette “ Edgewater Two.” 


Answers to Puzzles in the October Number were received, bdbre October xsth, from Julia Calender, x — “The Four G.’s,” 
2—Lulu C. Shearman, x — Fedora a—Manorie Watmough, a—“Two Allegheny Girls,” a — Margaret Ladley, a—Florence 

Kipp, i — “We Tw<l” X — Sarah Otis Eimt, x — Virginia and Ruth Battle, 4—Gertrude Teschim, x — Claudice Piper, x — Clair, 4 — 
Frra Haskell, a—Marie A. and Hildegard Lemcke, i—Wm. A. Lochren, 9 — EHoise F. Purdy, i — Daniel Hanlin and Co., 8 — 
Florence and Edna, 5 — Lucille Byron Lee, x — A. Woodhull, x — David R. I^tt, 6—“ Merry and Co.,” 8—Hallock and Co.j 2 — 
Alma L. Knapp, z — Mabel M. Carey and Georgia Curtiss, 8 — Chiddingstone, 9—“Two Little Brothers,” o—Laura M. Zinser, 
7—Franklyn A. Farnsworth, 9—Sigourney Fay Nininger, 9—Effic K. Talboys, 7 — Helen Garnson, a — Marguerite Sturdy, 9 — 
“ Embla,” 9 — “ Woodsidc Folks,” 3—Clara D. Lauer Co., 7 —Orson Moote, i — Jo and I, 9—Grace Edith Hiaflon, 9 —J. K., Jr., 
and Co., 2— Edward, Will and I, 4 — Esther Park, i — Harold Beecher, x — Nicholas Nolan, Jr., x — Edith M. A., a. 


DIAGONAL. 

When the words have been rightly guessed, and writ¬ 
ten one below the other, the diagonal (beginning at the 
upper left-hand letter and ending with the lower right- 
hand letter) will spell the name of an American general. 

Cross-words: i. An orthodox Mohammedan. 2. A 
sea. 3. Brave. 4. Lamenting audibly. 5. A plain in 
western Palestine celebrated for its fertility. 6. To 
gain possession of. r. d. b. 

ST. ANDREW’S CROSS OF DIAMONDS. 




I. Upper left-hand Diamond: i. In scanty. 2. 
A covering for the head. 3. A famous conqueror of an¬ 
cient times. ^ A lake in New York State. 5. Pertain¬ 
ing to the ancient Carthaginians. 6. A little cavity. 7. 
In .scanty. 


II. Upper right-hand Diamond: i. In scanty. 


2. A rug. 3. A piece of metal in the form of a coin, 
which serves as a reward. 4. Certain things used for 
both lea and golf. 5. To infecL 6. To allow. 7. In 
scan^. 

III. Central Diamond: i. In scanty. 2. An ani¬ 
mal. 3. A very useful animal. 4. Beloved of photog¬ 
raphers. 5. The surname of a famous English actress. 
6. A song. 7. In scanty. 

IV. Lower left-hand Diamond : i. In scanty. 2. 
Timely. 3. A scholar. 4. Hooded cloaks. 5. A des¬ 
ignation. 6. The surname of a famous general. 7. In 
scanty. 

V. Lower right-hand Diamond: i. In scanty. 
2. An affirmation. 3. A pleasure-boat. 4. A dis¬ 
senter. 5. Tottering. 6. T^o test 7. In scanty. 

A. M. STONE. 

RHYMED TRANSPOSITIONS. 

EIach blank is to be filled by a word of five letters. 
No two words are alike, though the same five letters, pro¬ 
perly arranged, may be used to make the seven missing 
words. 

With careless laugh he • • • • * the fruit, when hark t 
A step — a tall • • • • • man, of aspect dark. 

Has barred his way: “ My •••♦•! then you shall 
know 

My wrath—these • • • • • of late too frequent grow— 
I wield no • * • • yet you, rash youth, shall see 
How all transgression • « • • • its penalty! 

For I adjudge (’t is obsolete, you ’ll say) 

That you shall • • • • • what you have done to-day I ** 

E. T. CORBETT. 
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THE RIDDLE-BOX. 


CONUNDKUM CHARADE. 

Why is something to the purpose like a gentle hit ? 

In my first you *11 find the answer if you think a bit. 

Why is the part played by an actor like a breakfast dish ? 
In my second lies the answer. Find it if you wish. 


Why *s an Irishman’s fall downstairs like a soldier's 
watch ? 

In my whole the answer *s waiting for your eye to catch. 

L. E. JOHNSON. 


A Mew Year Verse. 



The letters in each circle, in the order in which they 
stand, form a word. When these words are rightly 
placed they will form a four-line verse suitable for 
Wew Year’s Eve. 


HIDDEN LETTERS. 

Ten letters in four syllables 

Compose my well-known name,— 

Three vowels and seven consonants. 

And only two the same. 

In Russia you can find my firsts 
In Italy my second^ 

My thifu in England oft is seen, 

My fourth in Spain is reckoned, 

Uy fifth is found in Congo State, 

My sixth appears in Chili, 

My seventh in Holland, and my eighth 
in Switzerland so hiUy; 

Mv last two are found in Siam; 

Now who first can tell what I am ? 

F. G. NELSON. 

WORD-SQUARES. 

I. I. Often on a tea-table. 2. Method. 3. To wor¬ 
ship. 4. To work for. 5. Large plants. 

II. I. Confuses. 2. Brisk. 3. An animal. 4. A 

mistake. 5. To gaze rudely. HELEN mukphy. 

TWO ZOOLOGICAL ACROSTICS. 

I. The words described are of eoual length. When 
rightly guessed, and placed one below another, in the 
order here given, the first row of letters will spell a name 
familiar to every reader of St. Nicholas. 

Cross-words: i. A water-fowl. 2. An Asiatic 
deer. 3. A wild goat. 4. An aquatic insect. 5. A 


batrachian. 6. A py^my deer found in Java. 7. A 
large, wading bird. o. A fresh-water fish. 9. A bird 
of prey. la An African antelope, il. The “ King of 
Beasts.” 12. Arctic sea-birds. 13. An aquatic animal 
valued for its skin, fur, and oil. 

II. The final letters of the name of each animal will 
spell an animal dear to St. Nicholas. 

Cross-words (of unequal length) : i. A kind of field 
spaniel. 2. A large Egyptian antelope. 3. An animal 
of tropical America, allied to the racoon. 4. A large 
carnivorous animal. 5. A South African antelope. 6. 
A mouse-like rodent. 7. A small rodent 8. A large 
ungulate. G. B. dyer, 

dhtded cities. 

Example : Divide a city of Ireland into a metallic in¬ 
strument and quick. Answer, Bel-fast All of the cit¬ 
ies are in the United States. 

1. Divide a city into a boy’s name and a planet. 

2. Divide a city into an organ and a shallow place in 
a river. 

3. Divide a dty into a masculine name and a weight 

4. Divide a city into a foreman and a weight. 

c. Divide a city into a prohibition and blood. 

& Divide a city into a masculine name and a place of 
security. 

7. Divide a city into a season and a poet. 

8. Divide a city into angry, a pronoun, and a planet 

9. Divide a dt]^ into a smdl stream and another diy. 

10. Divide a dty into adhere and to draw from the 
water. 

11. Divide a dty into uncooked and a sheltered place. 

12. Divide a city into novel and a place of safety. 

TWO COUSINS. 


rhymed numerical enigma. 

I AM composed of one hundred and eight letters, and 
form one verse of a well-known poem. 

Her 3-62-105-75 it was Belinda, and his 69-62-105-31 it 
was 20-97S1-81-34; 

They loved each other 11-^-62-47-100-28 and they said 
that they would 105-62.31-81-67. 

Said 55-21, on their 92-47-2-84-30-19 wedding-day, 
“ I’m happy as a 27-9-76-70; ” 

And 49-44-13, with equal happiness, did 38-63-51 with 
joy and 16-35-98-78: 

“ Tne violet's blue; the 1-40-96-108 is red as 65-38-62- 
81-94-101-56 holly-berry; 

My own big 61-28-50-26 are 12-39-41-101 and I am 
32-62-64-47-45-81 tnan a 32-62-64-47-51. 

My wedding-ring has 91-89-97-105-5-36-106-49 bright, 
and if they *rc not too 11-50-62-47, 

I *11 get a ring and 72-13-30-27-52-97-38-101 on my 
birthday every 34-93-97-63*” 

They 49-80-62-03-73-108-25 on their wedding 102-85- 
6-81, the wide 8-18-81-14-42 for to see; 

They thought they *d take a 12-5-62-87 and 63-85-88 
across the “82-36-66-71-97-98 Sea; ” 

A 46-86-63-77-48-41-26 54-62-90-108 did 38-79-97-96- 
ji that boat, and 38-62-41-4-103-57 her in a 105-104- 
83-41-43 13; 

And ere our pair could 92-62-68-95 their 38-63 97-32- 
50, they found they were “72-40-29 53*^3 107-17.’* 
They could not 49-22-23-105, they could not 32-10-40- 
62-7; he 74-108-24-^ her 12-60 her 58-97-53-47; 
She 38-33-6-3-37 to him; some voyagers soon found 
them struggling there. 

They in a 80-1-68-38-61 were helped aboard a ship so 
grand and 65-87-62-J7-45-94-60, 

They said though their first voyage had 46-97-53-15- 
13-II, their second pleased them greatly. 

And so they got back 20-40-105-61 with care,— 

A 49-97-10^11-75-63 and a 8-68-96-75-81 pair. 

LUCILLE BYRON LEE. 
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